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i the House of Representatives, on the
: m' igtion {tﬂ S e
Bli. Mr.: Chairman, it has of late become.
078 iportant then at any former .period
i the history of the Government, that this
sgbject of President-making should be taken
up seriously, aod made a part ofthe regular

Yusiness of Cosgress. By force of that
system of party organization and discipline,

which is now rapidly ntaturing and spread.
ing itself over the country, it must soon’
come to if indeed it is not now the
case, that the election of a President. de-
termines. every vother question ~of ‘public
policy or public interest for at least four
years, and perhaps eight. If this be so ; if
it be true that every thing is to be settled by
the decrees of the pdrty, and. that the Pre.
sident, ag the head of - the party, is only the
organ through- which their decree is to be
communicated to Con then I appeal
to you, sir, whether you (Mr. Hamer)
would nqj upon reflection retract a senti.
mfutigxpxemed :_he other day; and admit

importance of discussing-every question
connected pearly- or remote]yrywilh the
presidential election? :

1 repeat, that if the doctrine is to be
established that no member of this House
who professes to belong to-the party in

¥ef 6An vote against & measure recom.
m,either yuat?lidy‘ or privately by the
President, without incurring the - isputation
ing his party—and such 1 believe
is the rigor cf the new system of

idﬁ;'mpm_m}fnds ;:aunot be resisted by
party-which profess to support him, 1
assert that this subject of President making
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ym’n Navy, of less than 100 ships of war
in commission be regarged as at all admis-
sible for a country of such resources, of
such character and importance in the scale
of nations? Sych are the views of grandeur
and power which-are now beginning to ex-
ercise an important influence over the course
of many of the leading men in power.
Some opinion may be formed of the
magnificence of the projects of the party,
from the declaration upon this subject of
the gentleman from New York (Mr., Cam.
breleng), made in the course ofhis remarks
upon the resolution of the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. Adams). The gentle.
man expressed the hope, that in a short
time we would see the navy of this country
placed upon a footing to cope with the
most powerful maritime power™®of Europe !
Who does not see from all this that we -are
to have an increased 1'ariffin due season,
and that the managers of the party are
preparing to .claim the support -of the
manufacturing interests ?

But if we should be satisfied that it is the
true policy of the country to adopt the
plan of defending" the country by fortifica-
tions, no matter at what cost; to increase
the army and navy, at the risk even of an
-ncreased system of taxation; still the in.
quiry and discussien which I propose to
‘gointo, will be of great importance. The
system of public defence may be wise and
prudent in itself; but the time, and manner
of carrying it into exccution, may and does
demand a separate consideration. The
improvement of the navy, and the new
fortifications projected; it is estimated will
require an annual expenditure of ten mil.
lions for ten years, making a total of ome
hundred millions. The faithful and judicious
application of this vast fund, supposing .it
to be settled that it shalt be expended upon |
these objects, becomes a subject of the
deepest interest to the whole country. The
country has a right to enquirc who are the
agents and public s¢rvants who ave about to
be entrusted with the disbursement of this
enormows capital.  Are they faithful? Are
they compctent? Have they proved them-
selves so upon past trial? Sir, a great pre-
liminary question isto be settled before we
add teh.millions to the usual annual ex.
penditure. " Itisa question of confidénce
in public servants, as well as expediency.

™ tactics in operation,—if whatever the Pre- | Who are they that demand from the - rep-

resentatives of the people this sigaal mark
of confidence to place ten miliions in their
hands during the present year, morc than

 is the first and most important that can and | atany former period ? Arc they -the same
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ought 10 occupy, our attention. Ifthe result
f an election is to aunnihilate the in.
dependent power of action by Congress,
and put every thing in the hands of the
Prg!ﬁlmlof a party, itis time not only to
sert the right to discuss the question here,
but 1o do it promptly, fegely, and fully ; and
fault if it is not done.

< il be m
“ﬁ ?aptstmngy reason to belicve that the

obligations of party -arc held so sacred,
thatnone who belong to the majority dare
to do any thing which the President shall
forbid, or to fail in the support of whatever |

this obligation to be so
strong in this House, that the absolute
%o{m and war was ready to be
yielded up it effect inio_thie- bands of - one
man? Coming tothis Ho
traordinary party pledges usual in popular.
elections of ‘late, I hope it wil not be
ed as improper or disrespectiul, to
ask, if the President had, during the late
crisis, said “we must have war,”=would the
in this House have had the power to
gainsay it? War wemust then have had;
he moral power was not in this House
to resist it, whatever mary;b?;wc be;cn thef-
private opinions of hono members of
mbf— stich a measurc.
= No occasion can be more appropriate for

" the discussion of the principles and prac-

tices c:d the g:vemmem. thngb :Ec one
piesented by the appropriation bills pre- "
scated asa whole. Itis proposed to in-
reasc the aunual .expenditure for the
military defences of the ceuntry and internal
improvément, ten millions in one year.. It
isa pew era in the history of the Govern..
ment. So extravagant a proposition .is
in_our annals. results of
this néw policy are beyond the ken ur con-’
jon-ofany; but those who planned

Lynay not be desirable to their interests to
7%:vow them all atonce. The first inevitable

L
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“vesult of this policy, if it shall be sanctioned

by Congress, will be the introduction, in a

of ten millions may be
‘years from the present Sources
fands

+ of revepue; but the public- are now
‘Gina state of such rapid exhaustion, that
i egmeoon we will find our revenue from this

- reduced tgea million or less.

m‘;lmbhc works wh;!g.wg are now.about to
. sommence must be carried on, )
~™yill have to be raised to support those which
'may be

fitaxation as a matter of course,
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finished in the mean time. - Then
a new and increased system of

gooOmes ! !
with its

usual train of evils, 9
. But what will be a more serious- con-

v squence, is the great increase of the army

N
298
o adoption of this new and extravagant policy-

nd mavy, which cannot fail to follow the

\Vhes all the navy yards, and all the new
furtifications now proposed to be established
shall be completed, a standing army of less
than fifteen or twenty men would
nad be thought of;, or tolerated under the
ne w impulse which is soon to be given to
the military spirit. Indeed less than that
‘nur nber would not be sufficient to guard our

, wee tern frontier, and at the same time secure
sc 1nany fortifications upon the sea-coast

against surprise. As to the navy, after

use under the ex. | pe

understood them well enough, though it | despal

give tone to public’ sentiment, generally and |

public servants who ‘have had charge of |
the public_defences during our late difficul- |
ties with France, and under whose superin-
tendence they have - suffered  decay and
dilapidation ? By what title do they ask this
extraordinary evidence of confidence?

Sir, they ask_for money and increased
confidence ; we demand scrutiny into past
conduct. -They ask for reward for past
merit and service; it may become our duty
to arraign them as delinquents before the
tribunal of the public instead of pouring
the ‘Treasury into their laps. -To vete
ney is the least difficultand most pleasant
duty of.a representative of the people. It
requires neither experience, industry, talents,
nor fidelity in members.  But, sir, 1o sec

and to provide that it shall be faithfully. *ex-

nded and- applied -to objects of public
utility, is a morv difficult as well as more
impostant part of our duty.” I am aware
that upon this -question of confidence and-

competeacy of the. public officers of the

Government, ds well as the policy of ‘ma-
king large appropriations for building up the
defences of the country, there is a roady
dnd -conclusive argument at hand, in the
minds of many, #Eknow well enough that
all' objections aréntended to be- met and
put down herc aand before the ~people, by
holding up for their due regard and ac.
quicscence the sentiment and recormmicnda-
tien “of the late" Special Message upon
French affairs. : It should be borne in mind
that 25,000 copics of that Message " were
ordered to be-printed-by - this House; and
in a week from the'date of that< order, thed
whole number was said to be published and
at the disposal of members,-when at. the
same time there were documents ordered to
be printed at- the commencement of the
session; which had been furnished. . It is
easy, to penetrate the design of this unusual
tch. . The document was expected to

speedily. The effect of it upon this House
after it had time-to be returned upon it
through a thousand channels,.was rallied
upon to pass the bill necessary to carry this
new policy of the' Administration into ex-
ecution. * 1 beg leave to read a single
paragraph of the Message, that I may sub-
mit a few remangy’ upon the singular
character of it. 3

. %1 may be permitted, I trust, at this time,
without a suspicion of the most remote
desire to throw off censure from the Ex.
ecutive, or to point it to any other depart.
_ment or branch of the Government, to refer
to the want of effective preparation in which
our country was found at the late crisis.
From the mnature of eur institutions, the
movements of the Government in prepara-
tion for hostilitics myst ever b too slow for
the erigencies of unexpected war. 1 sub.
mit it then to vou, whether the first duty we
owe to the people wha have confided to us
their power, is not to place our country in
such an attitude as always to be sg amply
supplied “with the means of self-defegee as
to afford no inducement to other nations'to
presume upon our forhearance, or to expect
important advantages from a sudden assault
either upon our commerce, or sea coast,”
or our interior frontier. In case of the
commencement of hostilities during the
| recess-of Congress, the time inevitably
elapsing before that body could be called

' aucly gigantic preparations for the improve-
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together, even under th¢ most favorable

ger, and, if we escaped without signal dis-
aster or national dishonor, the hazard of
both unnecessarily incarred, could not fail
to excite a feeling of deep reproach. I
carnestly recommend Yo you, therefore, fo
make such provisions, that in no  future time
shall we be found without ample means to
repel aggression, even although it may come
upon us without a note of warning We
are now, fortunately, so situated, that the
expenditure for this purpose will not be
felt ; and, if it werey it would be approved
by those from whom all its means are
derived, and for whose benefit only it should
be used with a'liberal economy and an
enlightened forecast.”

Here, sir, we have a distinct avowal that
thero has been gross neglect somewhere.
‘That is' something gained; but it is left
doubtful whether it is Congress or the Ex-
ecutive that is chargeable with the neglect
which is so manifest as to call for a full ac--
knowledgement: It is evident, however,
that the effect of the manner of this ad-
mission is to_shield the delinquents who-
ever they may be, and to charge the defence-
less condition of our country at the late
crisis to thenature of our government. I
shall, before I sit down, endeavor to
vindicate our form of government from this
charge, at least so far as concerns the late
defauit. -I. pledge myself to show ~who
were the real delinquents, and what were

been taking care of the public safety and
interests. - But there appears to me to be an
inconsistency in the passage I have just
read, which I cannot omit to pointout. In
one part.Pof the paragraph this sentiment
is expressed. :

- % From the-nature of our institutions, the

 movements-of-the —govcrnment—in_prepara-

tions for hostilities must ever be too_slow for
the exigencies.of. unexpected war.”

« I earnestly recommend to you, therefore,
to make sxuch provisions, that in no fuft.urc
time shall we be found without ample means
to repel aggression, even although it-may come
0 pithouta-note of warning.”
Now;, Sir, I'do not knpw that it is proper
to consider this passage as the result of de-
liberation, or to criticisc too closely a paper
which, like many of the same kind,~have
often to be drawn up without affording time
for close or accuratc provisionjbut it is
manifest that this - document was intended
and expeeted to produce results of the great-
est importance to the country. It was doubt-
less intended to prepare-and reconcile the
public mind to the change of policy by the
party in power, and to give popularity to
the project of expending the surplus revenue
upon such objects as would raise us 1o the
first rank among mpations in military’ and
naval power. lregard it as therefore en-
tirely proper to point out any inccesistency
which may impair the effect ofit. - It-would
be idle to vote a hundred millions to the puh.
lic defence of the coufltry, if it be true that
by reason of the nature of our government,
it is impossible that the country can cver
beput into a condition to mectthe cmergen-
cyofsuddenwar. -~ . %
Mr. Chairman, I regard thé time as par-
ticularly propitiousto a gencral review of
the conduct and principles of men in
power, especially in reference to the public
defences. The French question ‘is at an
end, and wecan now inquireinto the uct
of the publicofficers who are respBhsille
for them, and hold them up naked to tue
world, without the risk of exposing our weak-
ness to a public enemy. A time of-peace,
too, it is said, isthe time to prepare for war.
This is the great maxim upon which- the
new policy of the.administration is expected
to be supported. A true and wise maxim
it is, but one_which is only . half understood
by those in whose mquths we most frequent-
ly find it. Many suppose that the only
preparation for war consists in incregsing
.our military and naval establishments.
-~ The great minister of the fourth Henry of
France, who was surnamed The Great, un-
derstood the full power of this maxim. The
best, the truest and most efféctive prepara-
tion for war, is to take care that-all the im.
portant departments of the civil administra-
tion are in a sound and healthful condition ;
especially those connected with the fiscal
-fesources of the country, and those which
are the keys to public confidence. If those
be disordercd and disarranged when enter-
ing upon a war, therecan beno hope of a
successful and economical management of
thepublic credit and resources, or in other
words, of the sinews of war—there can be
noreform in time of war. Public -confi-
dence is as essential to the support of war
as money itself. Intruth it is confidence
which supplics money. If you mean, then,
really to enter upon a system of defence and
effective preparation for war, begin at the
right point. Correct . the abuses in your
civil administration—regulate and discipline
your househould troops. ~When you bave
.done this, and not before, may. you feel se-
cure of the faiihtul and skilful application of
the public treasure to the public defence; and
when war shall actually come, success an
victary cannot fail to crown your arms.
But thero is a stronger justification than
any I have yet mentioned of the course - of
discussion and scrutiny which I propose.
It isthat no time is to be lost m calling the
attention ofthe public to, and cxposing some
late practices of the party in power ; practi-
ces which are of the most mischievous “and
alarming tendency. We have too long
slept upon this subject. Every moment of
silent acquiescence here, tends to give cur-
rency and support to these dangerous inno-
vations, in the minds of the people. 1f'there
was but one voice to be liffed up in this
" Mouse against the late conduct of the party,
it ought to. be instantly and boldly uttered.
Besides the direet interference of pyblic offi-

“omeny and increasg of it §s e now proposed, | cirqumstances, wouwd be pregyant with dan- | cers of the highest gede, 1 the eleetion of

| ~In another part of the same paragraph; |
we find this sentence. '
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members to both Houses of

not the Executive Chief Magistrate
in the canvass, the open advocate and cham.
pion of the election of the Vice President go
the Presidency? Have we not, in fact, a
Government candidate for the Presidency,
supported by the whole power and influence
of the Executive? Are not the whole
train of public officers, with all their depen-
dents in the field, in full cry, barking away,
and hunting down every man who dares to
interpose his influence against the consum-

 mation of their plans? [ here in

declare there is such a candidate, who, should
he be elected, may be said to hav;l::mceed-
ed to the - Presidency, as truly and maai.
festly through the power and influence of the
Government, as though he had been appoint-
edto the succession, and actually installed
 office by his predecessor. I do not say
that every individual in office i8 giving him.
selfup to this service; I know there are many
honorable exceptions; but as a class, a
corps, what I have said of the public officers
1a:enfﬁrm. Sir, how long is this state of
things to continue before any-solemn opin.
ion shall be expressed by this Hgase in re.
gard toit? This interference of the Govern-
ment in the election of a successor has been
open and notorious, for the last nine ortwelve
months. A session of Congress, in the
meau time, has intervened. More than
three months have elapsed since its com-

their employments when they should have fanencement, and yet no resolution bas been

offered—no notice of any kind taken of so
extraordinary a state of thi We have,
too, a House of Representatives, in which
there are said to be one hundred and forty
members who profess to be republicans’
the disciples and followers of Jefferson ! and
not 8ne of them has lifted up. his voice here
to denounce a practice so dangerous and

?rnqtim- of the . constitutional guardntee | ge
our

liberties.
How are we to account for this silence ?

method of perpetuating their pewer but by
a regular line.of succession?  Is this silence
the result of a deliberate judgment in favor
of the practice of employing the patronage
and influence of the' Executive in  behalf of
the regularly nominated candidate? Sir, 1
hope for the safety of the country that it is
not. But I havelately witnessed the rapid
progress of error on this subject not only in

the minds of individuals, but of a whole com-

manity ; and it is melancholy to reflect how
sudden and precipitate may be the overthrow
ofall those principles “and maxims which
have heretotore been regarded as fandamen-
tal and. essential to the yery existence of the
instifutions and the public liberty. When
the first eyidence was given to the public of
a direct interference of the Exccutive in the'
etection of his successor, scarcely an indi-
vidual of thé party would be heard to defend
it. Butin a few short menths every sup-
porter - of the Vice T'resident in that com-
munity was ready to attest his sanction of
thie practice as just and-expedient under his
hand and seal, if nccessary. It js time to

se ourselves to this error if we would
save the Constitution.

Mr. Chairman, I have spoken with great’
freedom ofthe course of the party in power
and I have not epared my censures when I
thought it was deserved. I intend to con-
tinue to excreise this privilege, inthe course
of the remarks [ yet propose. to submit.
But it is due to. myself, standing in the * deli.
cate and diflicult rclation I now do towards
that party, that I should distinctly declare
the nature of that relation.. I have,uptoa
late period, given a support to the present
Administration of the government. [ still
consider mysclf'a supporter of the Admin.
istration, upon  every leading and important
question which, has arisen, to the same ex-
tent to which I formerly gave them my sup-
port, except those which originated i, or
have been changed and modified by the ille-
gitimate desire and purpose of the Execu-
tive, to sccurethe clection of a particular
and favorite successor. - As to all-the prin-
ciples and practices which have proeceded
{rom this source, 1 am; I haye been, and I
am firmly resolved still to be opposed. If
any member, of this House caa claim the in-
dalgence of the Committeg in commenting
freely upon the present state of public affairs
and especially.upon the practices and ob-
jects of thase in power, when it is - remem.
bered by whom, and in what manner I have
been assailed, | think 1 maydo so. It is
not only due to myself, butit is due to_the
public.” I oweit tomany of those of the
Jackson party who have united their inter-
ests and influence with the party which is
attempting to bring in the Vice President,
and whom I hope [-may still claim as my
personal friends, to vindicate the principles
which have impelied me to my late course.
It has been said that ¥ have abandoned the
party to which I once belonged. I deny
that the party now in power is, properly
speaking and if principle be the test of party,
the same with whieh [ ence acted. But,
sir, il this be the party of which I was omce
a member, [ am free to admit, and[ am
ready to demonstrateto them, and the world
that either I or they have preved recreant

d | and faithless to every cardinal principle and

political virtuc' which they once professed
and avowed as the rules of their conduct. 1
proceed now to the proofs, and I shal when
I have arrayed them, most cheerfully sub-
mit to the decision of the public apon the
question, whether I or the party are the cul-
prits. -

MR . T :

I now proeeed to notice briefly those lead.
ing ang prominent_principles and profes.
sions of the original Jackson party which
those who now claim to be identical ‘with

* * * *

that party have abandoned and disregarded | gu

in‘practice,
| supporters of Gen. Jackson

The origina
advocated his election against Mr. Crawford,

the candidate gominated according to party

vsaga, upon the grouad that the practice!

It is agreed by the party that thereis no | gentle

of caucus nominations ofa President of the
United States was a violation of the spirit of

the Constitution, asit tended to defeat the

contingent right of the small States to have

an equal vote in the election of that high offi-

cer, as often as the election might devolve |
upon the House of Representatives. They

also objected to such nominations because

they were effected by intrigue and corrupt

influences ; and upon the further ground,

that it tended to defeat the free and indepen-

dent vo'ce of the people. All the objec-

tions to & nomination by a congressional

caucus apply with still greater forceto a

nomination by a convention of pretended

delegates from the people, such as we have

lately seen at Baltimore. In thefirst can-

vass of Gen. Jackson this was, in a very

large section of the Union, decidedly the

most popular and available argument against

the candidate who had the advautage of a

nomination by the republican party. But

now, Sir, no man is admittedto be a Jackson
man, or a supporter of his admiuistration,
who refuses to admit the practioe of caucus

nominations to be orthodox, and to sub-

scribe to the obligation of acquiesence and

absolute obedience. It is worthy of notice,

that the very individual (Mr. Grundy) who,
in the State which I have the honor to rep-
resent in part, was the most active and pow-

erful opponent of the practice of caucus
nominations in 1824, isnow the leader of
the party in that State which. supports the
candidate of the Baltimcre Convention.

.. In Gen. Jackson’s second canvass for
theoffice which he now holds,-commencing
in 1833, the first, most exciting, and one of
the most impértant positions or principles
assumed by his friends, was, that the nght
of the people to elect the President should be
rescued from the hands of political mana-
rs in and out of Congress, and vindicated
and secured to them by new constitutional
guarantees. ‘The-recent elestion of the
man from Massachusetts.who sits be-
fore me (Mr. Adams) had given rise to this
feeling and determination of“the Jackson
party. Hence the proposition to amend the
constitution so as forever to- prevent the
recurrence of a similar event, was taken up
and proclaimed as a capital object to he
accomplished by the election of Gen. Jack-
son. So serious and obligatory was this
e ment of his original supporters re-
garded by Gen. Jackson, tlat he bas felt
himself bound in common decency and can.
dor, to bringthe subject -of an amendment
of the constitution to the notice of Congress
atthe begining of every sessionof his ad-
ministration. But what has been the result?
The party which now has the assurance to
claim to gethn only and exclusive suppor-
ters of that distinguised man, have wilfully
evaded the subject, as I will ‘show before I
close my remarks. They appear to have
come to an understanding among themselves.
to regard all that the President is in the habit
of repeating at each session uponthis sub-
jectas an empty form. It has never been
made a party question since Gen. Jackson’s
first election. .. The fear of' an electiod by
the House was too potent an argument in
favor'of caucus nominations to be dispensed
with by a sagacious party.

Another, and most important prisciple
assumed -by the Jackson party in the can.
vass between 1825 and 1829, was, that it
.was essential to the-purity of the Govern-
ment, and to the independence of the elec-
tive franchise; that thie' practice of clecting
any of the great official inqumbents-to the
Presidency should be broken down. - It vas
observed that, in the early period of the
Govermnent, it had come to be considered,.
that the Vice President should, almest as &
matter of course,. and of right, to
the Presidency. The first, Mr. Adams,
‘who was Vice Presidént during General
Washington’s administration, was the next
President. Mr. Vice President Jefferson

k.

the suicidal course of Mr, Vice President:

Fson‘as President. - But in Mr. Burr the re-
gular succession of the Vice President to
the Presidency was broken, and afterwards

like a prescriptive .right to succeed to the
presidency. .We must all re ber the
sentiment of a distinguished gentleman from
Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,), cxpressed in "justifi..
cation of his vote as a_ mewmber
House, in favor of the gentleman from Mas.
sachusetts (Mr. Adams)-upon the subject;
he avowed the opinion that the election-of
the Secretary of State tothe Presidency was-
a safe pgecedent. How obnoxious this doc=
trine soon -becamé, and how “nuch the-au.
thor of it suffered-in the" estimation of the
honest and stern yeomanry of the country
who suppo
known. It is said that'if the precedent of
electing any :
vernment to the presidency should be follow-
ed for any great length of time, we might as
well establish a hereditary succession at
once. The argument was ably and power-
fully enforced that such a practice w :
cessarily lead to great abuses-of the patron-
age and influence of the Executive.” That
a public officer ofso high 2 grade being ak-
ways near the government
a part of ity would ah
very small share of address, to corciliate
favor and support of the Executivc. Have
 these argument lost their force by the mere
lapse of time? Do they not carry them
the same weighf and conclusi S NOW
that they did during the canvass which
brought Gen. Jackgon into power? - Yet,
Sir, dowenot see inthe

iven by the government to
g::‘:;t, this important
ments all set asi hiech o i
foot by the party whi bears
deMLon! R
* It ‘was also a favorite pxmmglaull 3

effective topic of electi declamati
by the Jackson rﬂrt_y, that {hgm;}nnd
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inciple, these Solid ar-
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